
                                                    

                                                                                                           PONDSEAL 
                        WATERPROOFING MEMBRANE FOR PONDS AND WATER FEATURES    

 

DESCRIPTION  

Pondseal is a polyurethane / acrylic co-polymer, water-based coating which when fully cured, forms an impervious, flexible and 

aesthetically pleasing waterproofing membrane which enhances the look of the pond or water feature. It is non-toxic and formulated to 

be suitable for use with fish and plants. Being liquid applied, Pondseal conforms to any shape and provides seamless 'paint-on' pond 

liner in a variety of colours.  

USES                 SUITABLE SURFACES              

Duram Pondseal is used for the waterproofing of:  Duram Pondseal is suitable for use on the following sound, 

stable and properly primed surfaces: 

 

• Ponds 

• Water Features 

• Bird Baths 

• Fountains 

• Terracotta Pots 

 

• Concrete 

• Cement  

• Cement Render 

• Brick and Block Work 

• Water Resistant Timber (Particle Board is Excluded) 

• Masonry Surfaces 

 

Advice from Duram should be sort for the most appropriate priming method for these surfaces; Duram has a recommended system for 

all of the above. 

 

*Note: Particle Board is not regarded as a suitable substrate for wet areas and particularly shower recesses and should be replaced 

with CFC sheeting. As a minimum, Particle Board should be sealed with one to two coats of Duram Primeseal MC. All joins and 

corners must be sealed with a polyurethane sealant and a reinforced fabric used in conjunction with the membrane. Surfaces must be 

made good and should be sound, stable, dry, clean and free of dirt, dust and contaminants and suitably primed. 

ADDITIONAL USES 

Pondseal can be used as a conventional waterproofing membrane but not in internal wet area applications such as shower recesses. 
 

SPECIFICATION 

The information contained in this product data sheet is typical but does not constitute a full specification as conditions and specific 

requirements may vary from project to project. The instructions should be considered as a minimum requirement, but the applicator or 

contractor must use their skill, knowledge and experience to carry out additional works as may be necessary to meet the requirements 

of the project. Specification for specific projects should be sought from the Company in writing. 

LIMITATIONS 

• The structure must be dry to allow the product to properly cure. If the structure is subject to rising dampness, continual 

dampness or negative hydrostatic pressure then these problems must be solved prior to using Pondseal as the surface must be 

dry to enable the product to cure properly. 

• If the water is to be treated with chlorine, ensure that levels are maintained at no higher than swimming pool concentrations. 

High doses of chlorine may 'burn' or degrade the membrane. 



BENEFITS AND ADVANTAGES 

• A versatile membrane suitable for pond and water feature waterproofing applications. 

• Suitable for use with fish and plants. 

• Is a urethane / acrylic co-polymer providing a strong, tough and flexible waterproofing membrane. 

• Does not re-emulsify after proper curing. 

• Quick curing. 

• Easy to apply. 

• Virtually odourless. 

• UV resistant. 

• Easily recoatable or repairable. 

PRECAUTIONS IN USE 

The product is considered safe if used correctly as intended and proper industrial hygiene and practices are used. Always observe 

safety precautions. 

SURFACE PREPARATION 

Good preparation is essential. Surfaces must be sound, stable, dry, clean and free of dust, loose, flaking, friable material and 

substances that may diminish adhesion. 

Surface should be dry, sound, stable, free of gaps, dirt, dust, algae, fungus and other contaminants. 

Construction 

When constructing the water retaining structure, 2 ply plastic sheeting should be laid on the ground as a damp course prior to the 

laying of the concrete slab. If the structure is below ground the plastic sheeting should be turned up between the walls and the ground. 

This prevents rising damp and allows the structure to properly dry, which is essential.  

The structure should be solid, stable, gap free and ideally have coved corners. 

PRIMING 

Prime all surfaces with Duram Primeseal applied at 3m² to 4m² per litre per coat so that the surface has a uniform, solid, off-white 

appearance. Excessively porous or friable surface should receive at least two priming coats. 

Timber Surfaces must be primed with at least 2 coats of Duram Primeseal applied at 3m² to 4 m². per litre per coat. When in doubt 

apply a second coat of Duram Primeseal as this will enhance the waterproof quality of the system. 

Allow primers to fully dry before applying Duram Pondseal. 

DETAILING PREPARATION 

Joins, Gaps and Cracks 

General 

Joins, gaps and cracks should be suitably filled and sealed with an appropriate elastomeric sealant, preferably a polyurethane sealant, 

and allowed to cure.  

Recommendation: The movement of small cracks should not be underestimated and should be at least covered with a flexible 

polyurethane sealant or additional coats of membrane. 

After priming, as required, lay a strip of Duram Leak-Seal Tape over the join or crack pressing it firmly on to the substrate. The 

Duram membrane is then applied directly to the Duram Leak-Seal Tape and extending at least 75mm on to the adjacent surfaces. 

If the Duram Leak-Seal is not used then a suitable bond breaker tape (such as duct tape) at least 48mm wide should be laid over the 

join or crack and apply a fully reinforced Duram membrane consisting of a base coat of membrane in to which the reinforcing fabric is 

embedded, a saturating coat of the Duram membrane ensuring that the fabric is entirely saturated and covered and then allowed to 

cure.  At least one or two further coats are applied as per the Duram membrane's Product Data Sheet extending at least 75mm on to the 

adjacent surfaces. 

If the Duram Leak-Seal is not used then follow the procedure as described under 'Large or Live Cracks'. 

Corners 

Prime as required. 

Apply an adequate flexible polyurethane sealant, in accordance the manufacture's instruction and tool off to form a solid, coved or 45º 

fillet extending at least 10mm on to the adjacent surfaces. Apply the Duram membrane directly over the sealant and on the adjacent 

surfaces. 



 

 

For Additional waterproofing protection the following additional steps should be taken: Lay a strip of Duram Leak-Seal Tape (self-

stick, butyl mastic waterproofing membrane with a polyester backed reinforcing fabric) over the cured polyurethane sealant (as 

described above) pressing it firmly on the surface. Apply the Duram membrane directly over the tape and on the adjacent surfaces. 

 

Outlets and Penetrations 

The perimeter of waste outlets and around bases of penetrations should be sealed with a polyurethane sealant and allowed to dry. 

APPLICATION 

Stir well. Apply by brush or roller in coats of about 750 microns (0.75mm thick). 

Apply in a minimum of two coats of Duram Pondseal. To perform correctly the dry film thickness of the membrane must be 1.2mm. 

Each coat must be fully dry before applying the next. 

 

Reinforcing System 

In areas such as corners and over joins and cracks the membrane should be used in conjunction with a reinforcing fabric (Duram 

Durascrim or fibreglass matting) the application consists of applying a base coat in to which the reinforcing fabric is laid followed 

by the application of a saturating coat ensuring that the product is worked well in to the fabric and that no wrinkles or bubbles are 

present and that fabric is entirely saturated and covered with product. Allow to cure. Apply one or two further coats of products. 

 

It is essential that the system should be fully cured before filling with water. Although the membrane will readily cure, it is 

recommended that the water feature should not be filled within 7 days in good drying conditions. Prematurely filling can cause 

bubbling, blistering or re-emulsification of the membrane. The membrane will not be waterproof until it has fully cured. 

 

Introducing Fish 

Before introducing fish or plants, hose down the surfaces, rinse then fill and treat or age the water as per good practice. 

 

COVERAGE 

The stated average coverage rate may vary depending upon type, condition, porosity, texture of the surface and application technique. 

  

Unreinforced: Minimum for two coats combined is 1.5 litres to 1.75 litres per m².  

Reinforced:    Minimum for two coats is 2.0 litres per m². 
 

COLOURS 

Pondseal is available in midnight blue, black and sandstone. Dark colours are most popular as they show off the fish, plants and 

features better than light colours.  Special colours are available upon request but minimum quantities will apply.  Available in 1, 4 

and 15 litre pails. 

DRYING AND CURING 

Drying and curing of the product is affected by type, dryness and porosity of the surface, temperature, humidity, ventilation, climate 

conditions and application technique and therefore drying and curing can only be given as a guide. 

  

Pondseal is a fast-drying water-based product.  

Expected curing at 25ºC at 50% RH: Touch dry 4 hours per coat. Recoat 12 to 24 hours. Full cure within 48 but recommended filling 

after 7 days.   

Protect from rain and inclement weather until fully cured. If product is damaged by rain prior to curing, drain water, remove uncured 

or damaged coating, allow to dry, clean (see preparation), ideally re-prime then re-coat as described in application. Cold, damp and 

high humid conditions will prolong curing. 

 

STORAGE 

Store in cool, dry area. Product is not flammable. Do not allow to freeze. Shelf life is 6 - 12 months in unopened containers. 

 

 



 

TILING, TOPPING OR TOP COATING 

Usually not tiled or topped but, Pondseal is compatible with most tile adhesives and 3:1 sand:cement beds. Ideally the beds should be 

sealed / waterproofed to prevent the bed absorbing and holding water. Selection of the tile adhesive should be compatible with the 

flexibility of the substrate and suitable for immersion in water. Two pack adhesives systems are preferred. Tiling must be done in 

accordance with AS3958.1-1991 and adequate expansions joints installed. 

SAFETY AND PRECAUTIONS 

Pondseal is user friendly and safe to use if used correctly as intended. Nevertheless, protect eyes and skin and observe the safety 

precautions on the can and data sheet. The use of splash goggles and rubber gloves is recommended. 

  

For full safety data refer to the Products Safety Data Sheet. Observe precautions as per label. 

 

CONDITIONS OF USE AND DISCLAIMER 

The information contained in this TDS is given in good faith based upon our current knowledge and does not imply warranty, express 

or implied. The information is provided, and the product is sold on the basis that the product is used for its intended purpose and is 

used in a proper workmanlike manner in accordance with the instructions of the TDS in suitable and safe working conditions. Under 

no circumstances will the Company be liable for loss, consequential or otherwise, arising from the use of the product. 
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